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Everybodyõs life is a story of ups, downs, triumphs, and defeat.  

Whether we realize it or not, God cares...always has... always will .   

òstories of HOPEó was created to bring encouragement and the promise of hope to all who are in need. 

It is the result of a collaborative effort of people who have volunteered their time, talent and resources.  

believe .  



òYour husband wonõt survive the flight to the hospitaló  

RICK & KATHY MAPLES 

Rick went for gallbladder surgery; he awakened to Kathy, his wife in tears. The doctors found Rick  

had a rare disease destroying his liver, kidneys, pancreas, spleen, and reducing his lung capacity to 

31%. Rick was going to die without a liver transplant, but first a liver had to be found, and even then 

surgery was improbable, because Rick wouldnõt survive the surgery with only 31% lung capacity. 

òWe just held each other, cried, and prayed.ó Kathy said.  
 

Rick became deathly ill, in and out of comas. Yet, he awakened to 

say to his doctor, òIõm not afraid of dying, but I canõt die now, 
because God gave me some things to do. Let me pray for you that 

God helps you in treating me.ó  
  

Then the world -renown Mayo Clinic in Florida agreed to take Rick, but 

a doctor told Kathy it was doubtful Rick would survive the flight. She 

trusted God. In flight, the pilot alerted Kathy they would fly into a 

horrible storm. The turbulence would threaten Rickõs life. 

Kathy prayed, òGod, please push back the storm.ó There was no 

turbulence. They landed and Kathy asked the pilot about the storm. 

He said, òIõve never gone through a storm like that when the plane didnõt bounce around.ó  

Rick  woke up two days later in Mayo Clinic on their 25th Wedding Anniversary . But Rick was critical.  
 

The church prayed again. Doctors tested Rickõs lungs three timesñ43%! He was able for surgery, but  

 needed a liver. Then Rick slipped into his worst coma. During it, God told him, òYour battle is over.  

Iõm giving you a liver.ó Rick awoke to news, they had a liver! After surgery, the doctor said he never  

had a transplant go so well. The miracle continues now, because science doesnõt understand why 

Rick's body doesn't need medications he was to be on the rest of his life...Rick & Kathy do.  
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òYour husband wonõt survive the flight to the hospitaló  

RICK & KATHY MAPLES 

òThe LORD is my rock, my fortress, 

my deliverer, my strength, in whom 

I will trust; my buckler, the horn of 

my salvation, my high tower.ó 

  
Psalm 18:2...Kathyõs favorite.  

 

òWhen I think of my God, Heõs my  
rockñvery strong . Fortressñcourage 

& endurance . Deliverer ñwhen 

weõre the target of hell. Strengthñ 

like an army , and that was our 

pastors & church family that stood 

behind us . Bucklerñshields and  

protects ...He never left us . Horn of 

salvation ñlike a rhinoceros, that 

power , that force ...when you have 

that type of salvation you're able to  

endure  and walk through. High 

tower ñlike the Eiffel Tower... massive , 

even though our God is that 

massive, He's ever so close and so 

near and all we have to do is call... 

...He will be there .ó-Kathy Maples 



ELIZABETH FRITSCH 

òI needed a car, but I didnõt have the money, then 
this very wonderful lady came into my lifeó 

While Elizabeth prayed and asked God to help her with her need for a car, 

she had no idea that at the same time, God was letting another woman 

know that Elizabeth needed a car.  

"This business woman came to me and said God told her to purchase one car a month and 

give the car to somebody who was in need . She said she was supposed to give me the first 

car. It was a 2002 PT Cruiser. It had everything...heated seats, massage seat too! It was 

worth something like $8,000, but she just gave it to me ." Elizabeth said.  

She had been driving her car for a few months till one nighté.  òI was going to a youth conference 

that night. I picked up my friends and on the way, we stopped at Wendy's. When I pulled out into 

the road, I thought I heard a voice in me say that everything would be okay. I looked out the side 

window and I don't know where that big SUV came from, but it slammed into us ." 
 

"Then I saw this man just sitting in a truck at the median. He got out and walked to my car. He 

looked in at us and saw that none of us were harmed , which was a miracle, because when I saw my 

car after the accident, it was completely curved in like the letter, C. Then the man walked away 

and a policeman showed up. He said he'd never seen anybody survive a crash like that ." 
 

The policeman asked Elizabeth for her driver's license and insurance card. He filled out some paper-

work, gave Elizabeth her copies, and told her which police station he was from.  

  


